
Ah.....the joys of Tinney’s Firs!   Tinney’s Firs is one of 
those wonderful small woods managed by the 
Woodland Trust that has a story to tell and is a delight 
to roam in.  26 ha or roughly half a kilometre square 
of mature woodland and surrounded by the small 
villages of Woodfalls, Hale, Lover, Redlynch  and 
Morgans Vale, it is located at the northern tip of the 
New Forest a few mile south of Salisbury.  The wood 
itself is mainly broadleaf and contains a wide range of 
species, principally oak but with significant 
proportions of beech, birch, mature Scots pine, larch 
and yew.  It is also undulating and includes a number 
of unusual ponds, streams and small landforms.  
 

George Mundey, an accomplished underwater 
photographer who worked with Jacques Cousteau 
and a renowned horticulturalist, bought Tinney’s Firs 
in 1980 with a view to establishing a woodland haven.  
He built a house on the site and established 
greenhouses and growing beds across the wood 
wherever he could find the right environment to 
make the plants flourish.  He grew many woodland 
plants, including primulas, erythroniums and shortias, 
and orchids too, one of which is named after the 
wood - ‘Tinney’s Firs (Pleione forrestii x Tongariro).  
He died in 1989 and in accordance with his will, he is 
buried near the site of his old house under a Sarsen 
stone on which is engraved “Here lies George 
Mundey and his cat.  In life and death they guard the 
woods”. 

A detailed orienteering map was made of the wood in 2012 by Emily Benham, a local 
resident who had played and run through the wood from an early age.  Now a world class 
mountain bike orienteer (Silver medal at the world championships in 2013) and no 
stranger to map making, she produced a highly detailed map of Tinney’s Firs which 
captures all the distinctive features of the wood, including the various man-made 
structures left behind by George Mundey.  Once the adjacent village streets had been 
mapped also, this created a fantastic map on which to run orienteering competitions, the 
map being unusual in that it combines both woodland and urban areas.  As a South 
Wiltshire based orienteering club, Sarum has made good use of Emily’s map this year to 
organise three different types of competitions. 



On a crisp and sunny New Year’s Day we ran what is 
called a one hour score course.  40 controls, 
marked by orange and white flags and attracting 
different scores, were positioned around the 
villages, in Tinney’s Firs and in Hart Hill Firs, a small 
private wood connected on the northern side.  The 
aim of the competitor is to visit as many of the 
controls as he or she can within the hour, avoiding 
penalty points if late back.  The person then with 
the highest score wins the competition.  There 
were also a couple of moving controls that were 
marked by Father Christmas and one of his elves, 
shown here with Tinney’s Firs in the background.  
Over a hundred people took part which made for a 
very successful event. 

In July we held our club championships 
in Tinney’s Firs and used the car park in 
the south east corner as the base to run 
short sprint races around the wood.  
These were fixed courses so the 
competitors had to visit the controls in 
a set order with the fastest time overall 
winning.  We also made it a handicap 
competition to allow our more senior 
members to compete against our very 
fast juniors.  Our President, Ron Ley 
(90), took part and also presented the 
trophy to the two fastest veterans.   
 

And finally in November we held a similar type of score competition for the Wessex Night 
League.  Fitted with head torches, 18 intrepid runners set off into the gloom.  As you can 
imagine, judging distance and navigating with a map at night is much more difficult.  Given 
the wood’s dense canopy and general lack of ambient light, Tinney’s Firs can be especially 
dark and this all adds a certain excitement to the competition.  In night orienteering, apart 
from seeing the occasional light of another runner, you feel very much on your own.  
Indeed in this wood you imagine at each turn that you might come across the ghosts of old 
George Mundey and his cat! 
 

Orienteering at night 



Competitors at these events 
have often said to me that the 
wood is a bit like Dr Who’s 
Tardis – far bigger on the inside 
than it appears from the 
outside.  And this is true.  Once 
you stray off the path, which is 
one of the great pleasures of 
orienteering, it is easy to 
become disorientated and lose 
your way in Tinney’s Firs.  This 
all adds to the fun and the 
challenge of being there! 
 
Looking back, Tinney’s Firs with 
its easy access from the villages 
and interesting terrain has 
brought much enjoyment to all 
those, including a number of 
local children, who have taken 
part in the events we have 
arranged this year.  It has been 
wonderful for the club to have 
such an interesting little wood 
on our doorstep.  Long may 
such woods continue to be 
bequeathed to the Woodland 
Trust for the benefit of all in the 
future. 
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